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I. Purpose: 
 

To insure proper procedures are followed for use, care and maintenance of the 

Flash Pak system. A Flash-Pak should be used for items processed by immediate 

use sterilization that will be transported through unrestricted or semi-restricted 

corridors and rooms.  
 

II. Procedure:    
  

A. Preparation of Flash Pak and Contents  
 

1. Choose the proper size container that will accommodate all items 

to be sterilized. 

2. Visually inspect to assure that Flash Pak is clean and free of 

damage. 

3. Instruments being placed into wire basket for sterilization must be 

clean and dry.  

4. Jaws of box locked instruments should be open and multiple piece 

instrumentation must be disassembled to allow for proper 

sterilization. 

5. Place all items in the wire basket. Do not use towels in Flash Pak. 

6. Place a chemical integrator in center of the basket. 

7. If using a biological indicator, place in center of basket along with 

chemical integrator. 

8. Visually verify the valves in both the lid and bottom of the Flash 

Pak are closed and seated.  

9. Place the wire mesh basket into the Flash Pak. 

10. Place lid on top and secure with latches. 

11. Place container in sterilizer chamber. Flash Pak should always be 

level in the chamber. 

12. Select the appropriate sterilization exposure time according to 

manufactures recommendations 
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B. Transporting and Handling Processed Items 

 

1. Upon completion of the sterilization cycle, open sterilizer door and 

remove the Flash Pak. Container will be warm, so insulted gloves 

or towels may be needed to hold the container for transportation. 

2. Place the container on an unsterile table at point of use.  

3. To open, unlatch the lid and depress the pressure relief button 

while removing the lid. 

4. If instruments have been processed, the scrub nurse will check to 

ensure the chemical integrator is acceptable.  If integrator is 

acceptable remove instrumentation and place onto sterile field. 

5. If an implant is processed, the scrub nurse will check integrator 

acceptance and hand off BI for incubation and results. The implant 

must remain on a separate table until the BI results are known. 

6. Once item has been removed from Flash Pak, dry inside of 

container and return to storage location. 

 

C. Daily Maintenance 
 

1. Clean and inspect the container: 

 The container should be washed with a surgical instrument 

detergent rinsed with tap water and dried with a soft absorbent 

towel. If desired, the container may also be processed through 

either a washer/decontaminator as necessary. 

 

 The container should be visually inspected to ensure there are 

no cracks or chips. The gasket and silicone vents should be 

visually inspected to ensure there are not cuts or tears. 

 

2. Check the valves 

 The valves located in the top and bottom of the container 

should be vented at least once a day, when the container is 

cool. Open the valve vent for 10 seconds. Hold valve body 

and turn the vent knob one turn counter clockwise. Close 

valve vent by turning the vent know clockwise one turn or 

until resistance is met. Place fingers underneath flat metal 

plate to hold valve body 

 

 Verify the valves in both the lid and bottom are closed and 

seated by using a dull object such as the eraser end of 

pencil, insert through the perforations and depress the 

valve. Release and visually inspect the contact of the valve 

to the silicone gasket. 


